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The PREFACE tothe Third: Volume.~ + 


E think there's no great need of Prefacing io rhis Third Volume, baving rola ail 
Reader the moft part of what we had to fay tobim at the beginning of our Firlt and 
Second. Some things however yet remain, which we wnuft have a little Difcourfe. 
about, both that there may be the better underftanding berween us, and that be may bave one 
Sheet more for his Money, and fo not thinkhe bas a hard Bargain. Our {mall Bujinef with the 
Reader is, to Anfwer a{neaking Objection or two, which we have met with in fome Papers which 
have been fent us,» Some find fault with us for meddling with things too trifling and low, others 
with things too high. “Some that we have nothing but old Stuff which all the World has been tired 
with a Thoufand times over; and others again that our Notions are Daring and new, and not 
fafe to be Publifhed;’ Now how is’t poffible for one fingle Society to pleafe all thefe contentiows Peo- 
ple that are each of different Minds from one another, nay perhaps from themfeélves too's 
and don't know their own Minds— and fo ticklifh a World bave we to pleafe, that. we indeed ra- 
ther wonder how we have fhot fo near the Butt, tho’ we may have mift the very white. Whereas 
tbon'd People have but any Confcience in ’en, they might every one take what they heft liked, 
and {o be all pleafed in their turns. Zhere’s one thing however which we must not pafs fo flightly 
over, and upon which we muft be a little grave.— The Complaint we have met with from jome 
Perfons that we touch upon Subjects too high for the Publick View, and that’ tis nor for fuch 
Queftions as fome we Anfwer, to lye for common Chatt and Entertainment on a Coffee-houfe- 
Board— Suppofing this true,we'd firft fain know whofe fault "tis? Perbaps fome of thefe Quefions 
may have been fent by the very Gentlemen who make the Objettion, or at leat by fome dear 
Friends of theirs, who daily Dun ws for Anfwers, and are\as Angry with us for not taking 
notice of em, as thefeare for doing it. Bwt further, Why mayi't Difconrfes of this Nature 
be as proper for Coftee-houfes as others ? Since this ss certain, that they may at leaft ferve to 
hinder People from talking of what's worfe. Wehave alittle more to fay concerning ths entuing 
Volume and the reft which fhall be Publifhed, and then take leave,—- If there be any who fhall 
happen to be offended at our Notions concerning the Millennium, for which we have much more to 

fay than we hadroom to infert in a fingle Mercury,we defre’em'to fend their Objections againjt it, 
and {ufpend their Definitive Judgments till they hear what we have'to add further , which we 

promife fairly to examine,and if they convince us, publickly to retract our Opinion,as we have en- 
gaged in the body of that Difcourfe. We muft add, That if ome Perfins hereafter flou'd bap- 
pen to find any of their Queries not Anfwer'd, they muft blamethemfelves, not us, for did they but 
obferve the Rules laid down in the Preface to our Second Volume, they coud ne’r be dfappiinte ds 

And therefore to thofe Rules we refer ‘em once more. Thus wifhing you as much PleafureinRead- 

ing as we have bad in Compofing, we bid you Farewel. Po FE 


PROPOSALS for Printing a Book, Entituled The Young Students 
Library; Containing Extraéts and Abridgments of all, the moft valuable'Books 
Printed in England, and in the Foreign Journals from the Year 65. to this’ 
prefent Time; Towhich will be added, An Alphabetical Table, Comprehending 
the Contents of this Volume; and of all the Athenian Mercuries'and Supplements 
Publifhed in the Year i691. 


TH E ufefulnefs of Extratts of Books need not be difplayed'by us, fice ithas:been fuffi- 
ciently evinced by /everal Learned Pens ; but is more\Evident in the Enrercainment 
they have met with from the Ingenious in Proage > Languages arid Countries. However we mutt 
beg Pardon if we take the Liberty to fay, that the readitig of rho/e Exrracts isthe moft 
Compendious way to attain to any Perfection in Learning, fiance it givesthe Subjpance of a Book 
in fome hours (if not minutes) reading, which to find out -byPerufing the Book. ic felf will 
require nor a few days. Befides,as « Learned Adan has well obferyed{and is. obvious enough 
to any Man’s Experience) the fmall Progre/s that i ordinarily made in Learning, proteeds not 
fo much from thé difficulty that lyes inthe way, as the bad Method that ii takeny by Mens {quan- 
dring away their time in perufing 64d or trivial Books, while good ones are neglected 5 this 
is fufficiently guarded againft in our Extraéts, where with the Account of the Book the Fours 
nalifts commonly give their Judgment of the Authors Undertaking and Performance. To 
which may be added, that fince as in « Mine the Gold is almoft buried in a mafs20f. Drofs, to 
feparate it from which requires no {mall Art and Induftry :So moft Books, with: the/olid 
Truths, contain a great Quantity of Rubbifhs .ifnot dangerdus Errors, to diftinguifhyic where- 
from requires a more than ordinary Judgment and Sedulity-» Bat in Extratts | 
rioufly feparated, fo as the molt unexperienced Reader rg fecurely perufe them,'and reap 
a great deal.of advantage by-them.. For which reafon, 1 think ’twould not be amils far « 
Young Student.to perufe the Extratt of 4 Book before he {et about Readin the‘Book ‘it felf, . 
which may prove as a Card.and Compafs 10 dirett him in his Courfey.and: keep him from 
making Shipwrack of the Truth. Ra vai os SURES CR a EMRIs as FY 
This occafioned us fome Thoughts that it would not be ungrateful to thé Rabtick to Tranf- 
late the Extraéts of the moft confiderable Books, ever fince the beginning ofthe Sonnet : 
' of ye eiiaie, es 
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De: Scavans. Two Reafons have induced us to be of this Opinion. 1. Since we find the 
Extratts of Books we lately Printed have met with fo great Encouragement, we perfuade 
our felves that Extraéts of shee Fests that have been Publifhed for feveral Years paft, wilt 
be no lefs acceptable, they being fully as neceflary for thofe that intend to improve 
themfelves ix al manner of Knowledge, as thofe which we have already Publifhed, and which 
we defign to continue according as they thall come abroad. 2. Since we find that the 
LUndertakers of the Hiftorical and Political Mercuries have had the Publick Encouragement, 
for the carrying on a Work.of the fame Nature, viz. to go {o far backward as Novemb. 88. 
to compleat their Mercury,we are beyond all doubt,that che very Propofing of our Delign 
to go likewife backwards , to compleat a ook fo Cifeful foz all forts of Students, will 
command affiftance fromall Lovers of true Learning. | : 

Inconfideration hereof, we have now with great Difficulry and Charges, procured all the 
Journals Des Scavans (Compofed by fome of the moft Ingenious Men in France) the Uni- 
ver[al Bibliotbeques (Done by the Learned Monfieur Le Clerk) and the Adta Eruditorum Lipfia 
(Written by Judicious Perfons there’ and the Giornals de Letterati Printed at Rome,and all 
the teft of the foreign Zournals; all which, we will have perufed with the greateft Care 
and Tranflated, fo as no Book of Value thall be omitted , Whether in Divinity, Medicine, 
Law, Hiftory, Mathematicks, Philofophy, &c. We thall alfo infert what we find moft confi- 
derable in all the €rtracts mave by our Dwn Countrpmen, chat nothing may be wanting 
to render our Account of Books compleat. So that this Undertaking will ferve as a Libzarp 
for poung Students, chat cannot goto the Price of the feveral Books themfelves, and for 
them that have not time to Perufe them. And they’ll have here for a {mall Marcter the 
Subftance of Books, which if they fhould Purchafe would amount to 4 vafe Sum. 

We have already Promifed (and in part performed, as we fhall {till continue to do) the Ex- 
traéts of all nem Books from time to time in our feveral Supplements ; and this Volume now 
propofed,taking in all the reft chat were extant before we undertook our Defign, will ae 
the fame time render it Compleat, and be very Advantageous to the Publick. We defign, 
if we get but 2 Competent Number of Subfcriptions, to pul it to the Prefs by Chriftmas next, 
and will have three Preffes at Work,that fo it may come out time enough to bind up with, 
and be added as an Appendix to the firft Year of the Athenian Mercury : Defigning alfo for 
the future to have an Appendix at the End of every Year, that fhall comprehend all Books 
wanting from time to time in our feveral Supplements. But as to all future Appendix’s they’l 
be but short in Comparifon of this; This being not only to comprehend the /um of all Books 
of Note, Printed both at Home and Abroad for xear Thirty Years; But alfo,.4n Alphabetical 
Table of the Conrents of this Volume, and of all the Athenian Mercuries and Supplaemencs 
Publifhed in the Year 1691. 

We further Promife that nothing fhall pafs in this Vo/wme, but what fhall have the Appro- 
bation of the whole Athenian Society. And thatthe Learned World may fee of how great 
ufefulnefs ic will be (the more unwwerfally to promote Learning ) we will in one of our {ingle 
Mercuries Print an Account of fome of thofe Books (for we can fet down but part for 
want of room) that it fhall contain. (And add alfo two, or three Propofals more about it that we 
had not room here to infert. | 


The PROPOSALS are thefe following. 


L. Hat this Volume will contain (as ts fuppofed) abont One hundred and twenty Sheets, Printed 
in a very fair Letter, and of the very fame fixe with our feveral Mercuries and Supple- 
ments, that it may Bind up with them. 

H. The Subferibers to give 10s. for each Book in Quires, whereof § s. to be Paid at the time of 
Subfeription, and 5s. at the Delivery of the Book; which confidering the great dearne/s of 
Paper, and Charye of Procuring the Foreign Journals, is xot dear. 

Hil. Zo Encourage al Perfons that fhall Contribute tothe procaring of Subfcriptions, he or they that 

all procure Subjcriptions for 6 Books fhall have a 7th gratis, which will reduce it to about 
s. 7d. per Book. 

IV. That for a furtker Encouragement to all Subfcribers (and torender our Undertaking the 
more compleat) rhere fhall be a large Alphabetical Cable given in to all thofe that Subfcribe 
(which fhalt Comprehend the Contents of this Volume , and of all oxr Mercuries and Supple- 
ments, Printed in the Year 91.) But for all thofe that do mot Subferibe, they fhall Pay for the 
{aid Table difeinétly. 

V. All who intend to affift inthe Advancement of this Ufefaul Work, are defired to fend in their 
Sub/criptions and Money with all fpeed unto che Perfon bereunver Panted, where Receipts will 
be given them: And if they arife to any competent Number, the Book sa be finifht by next 
Lady-Day (that fois may be added as an A ix tothe Athenian Mercury 7 the Year 

ee and be bound up with it) or otberwife the Defign mujt be ler fail by the Undertaker. 

If any Obfruction for wane of fufficient Subfcriptions or orberwife fhould bappen to binder the 
Printing of this Work, the Moneys fo received fall be Paid back. upon iving up the Receipts. =A 
The Undertaker is John Dunton at the Raven in rhe Poultrey ; ¢ are to be bad the 

Firft, Second and Third Volumes of the Athenian Mercury (and the Supplements to them) 

Beginning March 17th, and Ending O&ober 17th, 1691. (or fingle ones to thie Time.) 


‘> Puopofals are to be had .2; 
be f3 ay a ‘ay. bad tobe ~S i the Undertaker above-mentiond, and of moft Book/ellers 


Flave long indulgd my [elf iz aréfilefs Fa: 
] bit, which I now find radiftory to. my 
Reafon, and would leave it. N.z.Q.1. 
A Malefattor was execused at Tyburn. a 
" yo 

What is Knight-Errantry? N. 1. Q. 3. 
What place doth the Suv fer in, and where doth 


it rife ? N.1. Q.4. 
How does a Spider poifon a Fly? = Nur. Q5. 


What are we to think of aVacnum? N.1 Q6, 
What arethetrue Bounds of Honour as to Firfts 
© and Seconds in Duelling ? N. 2. Q. 1. 
The Querift dreamt be faw a Comet, and was 
extreamily frighted at it. N 2.Q 2. 
Whether'a Perfon whobas been guilty of grie- 
vous fins, 8£c. ON. 2.Q3. 
Whether fuch a Perfon may be judgd a rightly 
prepared Communicant, unlefs be openly confe/s 
shofe Crimes even to his Fellow Chriftians ? 
Ye 2.Q4. 

Suppole a Ferfon who hates me, endeavours to 
ne: me, be the hazard of bistife;&c. N.2. 


.§. 
Why fome Fogs ftink more than others? N.2.Q6. 
Were there any fuch Creatures as the Ama- 
zons ? N.2. Q.7. 
Whether Aftronomers can truly know the bipne/s 
of the Sun. Moon and Stars ? N.2.0.8. 
Whether Ninias the Son of Ninus and Semira- 
mis, the fifth Emperor of the Affyrians, were 
the fame with-Amarathel King of Shinar,of 
tphom we read Gen. 14? N.2. Q.9 
Whether the prefent offers at a Reformation are 
like to prove effectual ? N.3. Q.1. 
‘A young Gentlemans 6 nights Rambles.N. 3:Q.2: 
A Cow-keepers Daughter became very remark; 
able to 4 Gentleman, by reafon of the firange 
defor mitt» of her dy ba &c. N.4. Q.r. 
How fhail a Woman that is plagued with an Il 
Hasband reclaim cr make bim better? 0.4.4.2. 
Wherber Fornication way be favonrably eeemed 
a venial fin ? N.4.Q.3. 
If Polygamy were allow'd, whetber we fhould not 
have a more témperate Age than how we 
have?  N-4.Q4. 
Whether a Man pretending to love two Miftref- 
fes,deveally love either ? N4.Q5. 
A young Gentleman who was lately in love with 
a Lady, &c. N.4.Q6. 
If a fingle Man tpbo' is mich in Debt,and can't 
conveniently live unmarvied; bas a fair offer 
with aWoman of a god Fortuue. N.4-Q.7 
A Lady of good Birth and Fortune has granted 
[ome privaté’ Favoursto me, but at the fame 
time fo difcrectly as to preferve “? Reputa- 


tation, | 4, Q8: 
How that Perf. isto bebave bimfelf, who ‘has 
4 Ladys conjent? N.4.Q9. 


Whether are more inconftant in Love, the Men 
or the Women ? EN 4.Q10. 
Whether in a difhonourable Amour 4s. moft to 
blame, the Stan in tempting; oF the Woman 
jn yielding? * oe NG QUI, 
Whether it be really in fe; « Fleppinefs ta bave 
ahandfom Wife? — N4.Q.12, 
A young Man being gone ro Sea,8cc. N.4.Q.1 3. 
Whether a young Lady onghein Reafon or Prn- 
dence to keep by her after {ods matritd, any 
Letters or Pittures from any of her former 


Leters? ow oe Nig. Qe 4. 


‘ ' * 
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The Contents: of the Third Volume 
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beke’s & Young Lady who is courted by’ everal 


Gentlemen. N4Q. 
What muft a Gentleman do that bab bie 
Miffre/s ? N4 Q16. 


If in a Dream a deceas'd Parent appears t0 me 
and tells me,! amo tharry fuch a PerJon, am 
I thereupon oblig'd to doit? ~ N-4.Q.17. 
In your Mercury, Vol.2,N.13..2.7. A Mother 
and a Miftrefs bemg at the [ame time in 
great and equal danger, which is a Man 0b- 
lig’d to fave ? N.4. Q.18. 
Whither Fondnefs, or a more difdainful Coyne/? 
be more defirable in a Miftrefs? N.4.Q.19, 
When we are in Love, and the Men won't or 
can’t underftand our figns and motions, what 
in modefty can wwe do more to open their 
Eyes? N. 4. Q.20, 
What's the beft cure of Fealoufie,8eckN.4.Q.21. 
A Minifter near Cyrencefter in the County of 
Glocefter, having fworn not to marry 
perfons clandeftinely in an Aleboufe.N.5.Q 1. 
Whether a perfon made drunk, 8c. Nise Q.2. 
What diftinttion the Scripture makes between a 
Natural man and a Spiritual man? Ns Q3- 
What difference is there between aCloud and 4 
Fog? N.5. Q.4. 


Whether all Marriages are made in Heavené 


N.5. Q5. 
Whether « Young Man be a fit bearer ne Philo- 
whieh sre ft fn, robe « Nigh alle 
ch the greateft fin, to be a Night- 
‘or to rebel againft ones Parents? NsQ7. 
Whey two Armies are engaged, whether God 
Almighty always*fights for one? N6.Qx 
Whether there are any other Worlds befides thie 
we live in ? | 6. Qs. 
Why Religions Conver/é as recommended by Dr: 
man in his Winter-Brenings Confe- 

vence, 43 not more prattis’d? 6.0.2. 
How comes the duty of Singing Palms in pri- 
vate Families to be fo generally nogletted as 


we it? N6. Q4 


Whether Papifts ought mot to be bani 
Nation ? ‘Qs. 
the Death of King Charles 


Some time before 
the Firft, there was avery ftrange appearance 
inthe Air feen bere in Bagiend. Né Qa 

Why Sea-water is falt, and yet Spring-water 
which comes from it uw fweer? N.6,.Q7- 

Whether a Contratt folemnly made with all t 
moft Sacred Invocations may be violated by 
any unfortunate Accident or Error in Life or 
Ndomicts N6.Q8. 

Nine Queftions propofed about Bartholomew- 
Fair. N. 7.2.3; 

Whether a thorough Reformation ought not to 

begin at the great Ones in Authority. x 7: 

: 2 


A Woman who was a Foreigner, Oe. With fix 
ueftions undér that relating to the fame 
Subjett. N, 7. Q 3. 
Whether: an Informer i not as much 
* Rogue, Be. N7.Qé. 
A certain Perfon on Sunday laft inthe Sermo 
“time was drinking in an Aleboufe N7. 
Whether the crayebed ling Oe vt 
- ftrubtive tothe progre/s of the r 
What's the Reafon ‘tbat it generally 
sllA 
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" guore terribly at Night than at Day? nL 
eptlemen, let me trouble your Soctety 10 geve 
: me your shoughts wpon the force of Thunder, 
Lightning, Earthquakes Eclipfes, N. 8. Q.2. 
Your Opinion ss requelted, Whether there be fuch 
a thing a 4 Thunderbols ? N: 8. Q. 3. 
Whether it's lawful to make a Vow never to 
Marry? NB. Q. 4. 
Whether all Souls will be equally happy in Hea- 
yen ? N. 8. Q. 5: 
Whether the Sol of aChild quick, in the Womb 
fhall enjoy Heaven or Hell? N. 8. Q, 6. 
Whether tis lamful for Chriftians to Swear on 
any Occafion ? N. 8. Q.7. 
Several doubts more relating to Bartholomew- 
Fair. N. 8. hee 7, 8, 9. 
What's the Caufe of Fly-blows as they are Com- 
monly called ? N. 8.Q. Io. 
How many Arts and Sciences may a Man a 
ligence be capable of attaining? N- 9. Q, 1. 
Why the French generally Love the Englith. 


N. 2. Q. 2 
Whether, fet Forms of Prayer be lawful? 
N. 9. Q. 3: 


Who was the Firft Founder of <Atheifm? 
N. 9. Q: 4 

How is 4d 10 beunderftood, that the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters, 


N.9. Q. 5. 
When the Englifh, Dutch and French Fleets 
fought laft Year. N. 9. Q. 6. 


At what time, and after what zanner do our 
. Sauls enter into our Bodsgs ? N. 9. Q. 7. 
What’s the reafon why a Man going under water 
with his Eyes {hut,canopen them? N.9. Q.8. 


How a piece of Iron laid upon « Cask, prevents 
_. [poling by Thunder ? NgQQ9. 
What became of the Ark, when the Flood was 


over ? ht 9. CL tO. 
What's the. Reafon of applyszg the empty Shell- 
. Fifhes to your Ear ? . N. 9. QuII. 
By what means. a Rudder guides a. Ship? 


N. 9 Qg12. 
Whether the publifhing of the Pamphlet in Nature 
_. Of a Sermon? N. 10. Q, 1. 


Zles, Account ss what I have beard fo credibly 
-attefied, that 1 cannot doubt the Truth of 
it. A Child of Ten Weeks old, N. 10.Q.) 2. 
A certain Bully ake Town, has by his cunning 
. Infligations, drawnin.a young of 4 con- 
rise? Fortune ? N. eee 

her Adam fhou'd have multiplied Children 

= if be bad. lived in the State a, dnmarones ? 

. Id, : 

Whether that Tradition be true amongf . 
- Country people, that thofe Circles in, Adeadows 
Commons, are places where Fairies dance 

in the Night-time ? N. 10 Q 5, 
Ail was returzing the laft Tear from the Siege 
of Lymerick, 1 faw in a Ditch the Careafs 


of 4 Man kill 4. N, 11. Qua: 
ence.are the {trange Antipathiesin Natare ? 
N..11.Q 2, 


Whetber every Angel makes aSpecies? bi.11. 


Whats the Realonsf. che Pleic ot ai 
. « s8 : omy Se tr. 
Wr Brutus and the reff of the C Q4 


ators 


«did well under presence of their Countries Li- 
..berty, t0 murder Julius ¢ inthe Senate 
Houfe? 


N.11.Q 5. | 
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Cimon the Athenian [ent Ambaffadors from the 
fe of Cyprus,, 10 ebe far partsof ee 
3 ad 11,.Q6. 
Whether al living Creatures apprehend one and 
the fame Objet after the eps og 
sh. AIA, 
Why one hours Sermon feems longer Hic 
hours Gonverfation ? N 11.98, 
Are not the Highlanders of Scotland fawcy 
Rebels ? N.11 Qg, 
Whether ParthenifJa were ever finifhed.n11.9.10, 
Several doubts more relating tothe Prefent Re. 
formation propos'd in N.12,Q41,2,35455 67. 
A Perfon lately Condemnd in the ( -ounty of 
L—— for «a Capital Offence, and the She- 
riff on the Day of Execution being unprevid- 
edof a Hangman, Promifed20 |. to any One 
that woud undertake the Office. N.12.Q.2, 
A young Mam that us almojt ont of bis T; ime, 
hath been a wicked and lewd Liver.N.12 Q.3. 
Perufing a Learned Author, who treats of the 
Viciffieude of Mans Sonl from one Body to 


another, N.12.Q4. 
Why do {uch as woud Shoot right “ink with 
one Eye? N.12.Q.5. 


How ws it poffible that Several Figures can be 

Pattern'd ont by one Ad of Perception? 

| N.12.Q0.6. 

Whether be ss wife or otherwife, who has a dif 

placency.at himfelf for having [aid fomething 

impertinently or undecently ? N.12.Q.7. 

W berber any Men f{eem to be more affetted with 
their own Difcourfes than thofe who talk, mo 

vainly and abfurdly ? N.12: %. 

How far 1s it confiftent with wifdom € Banter 2 

-12, ° 

What is there in Pride that adds to fr 

N.12.Q.r0. 

What's the Reafon that People, [uch as Gally | 

Slaves,&ic. Na2,.Qurt. 

AToung Man being troubled in. Mind, has of- 

ten defignd to make away with himfelf. 


N.12.Q.12. 

How may 4 Man reclaim abead-ftrong or unru- 
+y Wife N.13.Q1. 
Ist probable there will be any Sexes in Heaven? 
: N,13.Q.2. 


Two Friends fee the [ame Lady in the fame day. 
N.13.Q.3. 

Whether ie does not weaken the Credit of the 
Athenian Mercury to rake notice of Femi- 
nine Impertinencies ? N.13,Q.4. 
Whether onr Laws againft Adultery, and the 
Proof of it, been's t00 favourable i the Wo- 
men § 1 3.Q.5. 
Will Love and Friend(hip continue a aig 
Life? 13.QS. 
Which ss the ftrongeft, Friendthip, Xy Love? 
Is there any real force in Charms, — 
Love-powder, Potions, 8zc. N.13.Q8. 
Why Women are generally Sondeft of Men that 
are moft regurdle[s of ‘em ? N.13.Q.9. 

ls Falfhood in Love 4 greater Folly or Knaveryt 


the Englith, both Aen and Women, are 


the Peoplein the World? N,42.0,12. 
Which of our Senfescan we beft pare2N. 71a . 
What's 


Whats she Iefobien dy + Bearinnsien ae 


2. 

Whether the Irihh Fugitives that receive relief 
bere by way of Alms? N.14.Q.3. 
Why fome People love Oyl and bate Olives ?N.14. 


Q4. 
What's the Reafon that waking inthe dead of 
Nighe | can perceive a fort of a Light, which 
vamifhes in a Moment ? N-14 Q-5. 
There ts a fort of a furious little Blood-fuck 
call’d a Bugg ? N.14.0.6. 
Whether itbea faultin a wife man to be affett- 
ed? N.14.Q.7. 
Having heard that thereis a orb of on Hebrew 
Jofephus fis extant in the Vatican of 
Rome? N.14.Q.8. 
Since you have given me the Encouragement of 
a further Anfwer, upon a particular Relation 
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